
An Open Letter to Mr. Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Ontario: 

Good morning sir. It is 2:16 a.m. on this holiday Monday morning and the vibration level 
in our house is so loud again, that I cannot sleep and my dog once again can only find 
slight reprieve by going outside. It started just after midnight and hasn’t let up. We are 
being very patient. 

I want you to try to imagine your home being invaded by loud noise and/or humming 
vibration night after night. What would you do for your children, or your pets? How 
would you feel if your significant other or your elderly parents had to go through 
something like this night after night? At some point I think you would have to find a way 
to stop it. At some point it would drive you to yell out loud that you don’t deserve this. 
That nobody deserves this. And yet, here we sit, week after week, putting up with it. 

No more. We are one of many families that have, and continue to be, negatively affected 
by these wind farms that you still consider the jewel of your crown. I hate to guess at 
what makes a group of men force terrible living conditions onto residents with nary a 
thought. 

You call us NIMBY’s. I believe every one of you is weak. If you can’t stand up for what 
you know is right and look after the people of this province, then your whole purpose has 
been a sham. 

I know my husband and I are one of very few who are speaking publicly about this now. 
Why is that, you ask? Very simply it’s because we feel we have to. We have crossed that 
line. We tried to be quiet to protect our biggest investment, our property. But sometimes 
doing the right thing has to come before any other thing, including money. 

People are tired. People are so disillusioned that they have given up on having anyone 
actually take their problems seriously. They make their complaint only to be told they are 
the only ones complaining and that everything is in line with the guidelines set by the 
Ministry of the Environment. If these levels are within the guidelines then you people had 
better start your research all over again, because I know you would not tolerate for 
yourself, or your families, what you are putting residents through. 

Every new wind farm brings more distress to people, and yet you cannot wait to have our 
whole landscape dotted with these machines from east to west. You show absolutely no 
consideration for people, domestic animals, wildlife and birds. 

As I write this, my dog is pacing, barking and whining because this vibration is driving 
her mad. How do I know that? On the days when the turbines are not running or are very 
quiet, she is perfectly normal 

With all due respect to those in the world, who are living in conditions I cannot even 
imagine, this vibration is a new form of industrial torture, taking place right in our own 
home. 



Do you know how it feels to try to sleep with a deep humming coming up through your 
pillow? I tried to sleep with my head at the foot of the bed, hoping the vibration coming 
through the walls wouldn’t be so strong if I moved from it. It didn’t help. Nothing helps, 
and I can’t shut it off! 

This has to stop. I implore you to talk to the residents in this province living in wind 
farms. Don’t discount what they are telling you. If they are having problems, only to be 
told there is nothing that can be done, because all of your guidelines have been met, then 
what are they to do? Where do they go when they are dismissed? My husband and I have 
nothing left to lose now. Our house is worthless as it sits. We put a lot of time, effort and 
funds into our house to update it since we moved here and for what? 

How can you even begin to support these companies that promote the idea that living in a 
wind farm increases land value? Give me a break! You know better, and yet here we still 
are, listening to you tell the masses how wonderful these wind farms are and how many 
jobs you are going to create. 

I ask you, how many of these jobs are long term? What happens after the roads are built 
and the turbines are up? How many real jobs, long term, have they created? I am sure you 
have the research from somebody to back you up. Was that a government initiative to 
work out the job creation numbers, or did someone help you with that? 

I am going to stop now. I am wide awake, which is the norm in this house now. Chances 
are you are all having a restful sleep. Lucky you! 

To the people of this province reading this, please do your research. Please stand up for 
your rights. Read the fine print in your newspapers. Don’t be caught unawares. There are 
no health studies or environmental studies being done. They are just being whipped into 
place without due diligence, and now our Premier has decided to take out the role of the 
municipalities. Instead of working with them to solve issues, he is rolling over them. And 
it prompts my question once again; why is the protection for people and the environment 
virtually non-existent in this program? 

I hope somebody can answer my question, because it is much bigger than I can 
comprehend. 

Barbara Ashbee Lormand and Dennis Lormand 
Shelburne, Ont.  

 


